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Introduction
Let’s face it—it’s much easier to think kind thoughts about
your four-legged friend when she’s not depositing smelly
things in your house. That’s why housetraining is one of
the most important steps toward having a good relationship
with your dog.
In one sense, housetraining is a relatively straightforward
process. You prevent accidents in the house and you
reward your dog for going outside. Of course, as we all
know, actually pulling that off day in and day out until
your dog is fully trained takes some time, effort, and
attention to detail. The key is to get off to a good start
so that both dog and human alike can develop the habits
that become a natural part of each day.
This booklet focuses on puppies, but the basic concepts
are the same for adult dogs who are new to your home or
whose training has relapsed. We use the term “puppy”
throughout, but the procedures are the same no matter
what the age of your dog. There are, however, two big
differences between teaching puppies and teaching adult
dogs where to potty. First, adult dogs can hold it longer,
which gives you a little more flexibility in your schedule.
(On the down side, being able to hold it longer means
that clean-ups are just plain bigger.) Second, adult dogs
may have to unlearn inappropriate behavior, whereas
puppies usually come with a clean slate.

The Basics
Here’s the good news: Housetraining is a simple, step-bystep process. All you need to do is insure that your puppy
is in one of three situations at all times during housetraining. He should be either outside with you, inside
with your constant supervision, or confined in a small,
puppy-proofed space such as a crate, small room or
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